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To the Saints of the Diocese of York

The Bishop of Hull,
Alison White,
writes:

That gift of
thanks

There are two small words | think could
change all kinds of things in this
coming year.

They are two words my grandmother
was especially keen on at this time of
year when after Christmas and my
birthday she encouraged me to write
letters (it was the old days) to say thank
you.

What a gift those two words are.

There are so many good and generous
people who are quietly getting on with
what they rightly think is normal life —
being there for people in need,
praying, giving time, finding ways to
make a difference. Mostly they go un-
noficed because they are what make
our communities just go on happening.
What a most heart warming, spirit lifting
surprise when someone does notice
and says ‘Thank You'.

For each of us it is a boost when we are
seen and valued by that gift of thanks.

| love the psalms,
with their moods
and modes
which give voice
to all the cries of
our lives. One of
those is the
giving of thanks.

‘O give thanks to
the Lord, for he is
good, for his
steadfast love
endures

forever’ (Psalm 136 verse 1). This
refocuses us. We don't have to live
under the cosh of blame and
complaint. Thanksgiving opens up our
spirits, smiles at God and softens our
relationships with each other.

I am so full of thanks as | walk into this
new year. Thanks to God for the grace
of his gift in calling me here to be a
Bishop with you. Thanks to you for your
prayers which have made that take
shape and be possible. So let’s give
thanks for one another, and as our new
year gift, pray for one another - for
wisdom, faithfulness, stamina, vision,
kindness, courage, - we could all add
to those cries as we listen out for what
God is calling us to in this year to come.

Thank you!

+Alison

Godly Play room brings awe and wonder

to Bridlington church

Children and families are flocking to a
Bridlington church thanks to a new initi-
afive in Sunday morning worship.

Emmanuel Church on
Cardigan Road has
created a ‘Godly Play’
room, giving children
aged 3to 12 the
chance to explore the
bible story for them-
selves through engag-
ing story-telling and
sensory activifies.

On Sunday 5th De-
cember, the Bishop of
Hull, the Rt Revd Alison
White, opened and
blessed the new space
at a special service at
the church. Rich
Townend, Assistant Cu-
rate at Emmanuel, infroduced the idea
of Godly Play and says he's thrilled by
how it has taken off.

“Godly Play puts children and their spir-
ituality at the heart of the life of the
church. It has brought so much joy to
our Sunday mornings to see Emmanuel
emerge from the pandemic with new
children and families regularly joining
with us to worship. There are so many
headlines about church attendance in

decline. It's excifing to be part of
something that paints a different pic-
fure.”

“We have so many
people to be grateful
for. It takes time and
effort to get something
like this off the ground,
and we are thankful to
all of the people who
have donated money
fo purchase the re-
sources, or been crafty
and made things for
the room.

“We are especially
grateful to the Arch-
bishop's Mission Fund,
the Diocese of York
Children and Youth
team, and all at Holy
Trinity Church, North Ormesby for fund-
ing and support.

“And most of all, we are grateful to our
superb feam of volunteers, without
whom no children’s work could fake
place.

“Itis an exciting time at Emmanuel
Church.”

In the same service, Bishop Alison bap-
fised and confirmed nine people into
the Christian family.

www.emmanvuelbridlington.org



Diocese of York’s new General Synod Team inaugurated

New Member Sammi Tooze writes:

The Diocese of York's newly-
elected members of General Syn-
od went to London recently for the
Inauguration and the first group of
sessions.

The General Synod is the national
assembly of the Church of Eng-
land. It considers and approves
legislation affecting the whole of
the Church of England, formulates
new forms of worship, debates
matters of national and interna-
fional importance, and approves
the annual budget for the work of
the Church at national level.

The five-year term for this General
Synod began with an Inauguration
service at Westminster Abbey, in-
cluding an address by Prince Ed-
ward on behalf of Her Majesty the
Queen. As part of the Group of Ses
sions, the Synod also received the
Presidential address delivered by
the Archbishops, which can be
read here. The York contingent en-
joyed being part of this service very
much, seen in the picture here.

vision and strategy, and a motion on
the wealth gap between rich and poor
- calling on the Government and alll

In his Presidential Address
to the online meeting of
York Diocesan Synod on
the 27th November, Arch-
bishop Stephen set the
scene for the major busi-
ness of the morning, in
which Archdeacon Sam
Rushton would begin to
map out a route towards
the transformation emerg-
ing from the Deanery and Parish Con-
sultations earlier this year:

"What we're sharing is not yet a highly
crafted, totally thought-through plan.
We are sharing where we've got to with
the story so far. But we need your help.
We are going to shape this together. As
a Leadership Team, we think we have
the broad outline of the plot so far —we
know how the story starts and a pretty
good idea of where it needs to end.
We've begun fo see who the key char-
acters are and how they need to grow

together, which is our story, and Christ’s
story in this place. Some of that we will
do today. Some we will do in the New
Year."

He spoke of five themes becoming
clear from the process so far:

e We cannot carry on as we are.
e We need a compelling vision.

e We need to be a more generous
Church.

e The Church is for the world.

With 60% of General Synod being new
members this ferm, it was useful to ob-
serve a mock debate ahead of partici-
pating in formal agenda items. After
having been inducted, agenda items
for this meeting included debates on
generosity and diocesan finances,

political parties to work towards reduc-
ing the wealth gap and tackle poverty
as a priority.

e The next group of sessions for
General Synod takes place in
February 2022 in London.

Meet the Members at www.dioceseofyork.org.uk/general-synod
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within the story.
i ¢ We need to see in the Diocese of

York a huge growth in vocations
to ministry in the church, both lay
and ordained.

"Now, with you, we need to work out
the chapter headings and the pace of
the narrafive. Then we can begin to
inhabit this evolving and changing story

Read more about Living Christ’s Story, the Synod and the Archbishop’s
full address at www.dioceseofyork.org.uk/diocesansynod and-
www.dioceseofyork.org.uk/living-christs-story
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Shaping our Present and our Future
~ great response to Safeguarding Week

445 people
from parishes
and churches
between the
Tees and the
Humber and
from the A1 to
the Yorkshire
Coast have
taken part in
one or more of
23 online
events and an
in-person
meeting at
Bishopthorpe
Palace during
'Everyone's Business', the first-ever
Safeguarding Week held by the Dio-
cese of York with York Minster from
Monday 22nd to Friday 26th Novem-
ber.

Brainchild of York Diocesan Safeguard-
ing Adviser Julie O'Hara and York Min-
ster Safeguarding Officer Dee Cooley,
and undeterred by the restrictions and
challenges posed by the COVID pan-
demic, the week offered a wide range
of free-standing training events and
webinars by experts from within the
Diocese and from external organisa-
tions including the Independent Do-
mestic Abuse Service (IDAS) and North
Yorkshire Police.

gwcck21
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Supplementing the extensive regular
training given to clergy, church office
holders and volunteers, the events in-
cluded advice on detecting and ad-
dressing harm being done to children
and adults, responding well to disclo-
sures of abuse, keeping appropriate
records of incidents and reports to
comply with data protection legislation
as well as the needs of survivors and
perpetrators, and presentations on the
contributions offered by independent
charities in particular circumstances.

Archbishop of York Stephen Cofirell,
who hosted the final session in person
atf Bishopthorpe Palace, said, " I'm de-
lighted that 465 have attended events

in Safeguarding Week, that's such a
positive sign of how seriously people in
our churches are taking this important
aspect of our ministry. Good Safe-
guarding is a fundamental part of what
good mission and good ministry looks
like. Jesus in his ministry shows us how fo
reach out to the vulnerable and mar-
gindlised in a holistic and compassion-
ate way.

A painful journey

"As a church we confinue to be on a
difficult and sometimes painful journey
around Safeguarding. Placing Victims
and Survivors of abuse at the heart of
our safeguarding work is of vital im-
portance as is creating safe-spaces in
which people can tell their story, be
taken seriously and responded to well.

The lessons of the past continue to
teach us that we always need to do
better; and that's why I'm so delighted
about the diocesan Safeguarding
Week, this has been about how we
shape our present and our future so our
churches are equipped to be every-
thing they should be in the proclamao-
fion of the love we find in Jesus Christ.

"I'm so grateful to Julie, Dee and their
team for the enormous amount of work
that's gone info this week, and the
great response it's brought from

across the Diocese and the York
Minster community; we're on the

way towards Safeguarding really

being 'Everyone's Business'.

www.dioceseofyork.org.uk/safeguarding

People on the Move

Comings and Goings in the Diocese of York

The Revd David Rogers, Assistant Minister
of Escrick and Stillingfleet with Naburn,
and Bubwith with Skipwith, has been
appointed as Priest in Charge (House for
Duty) of Bubwith with Skipwith. He will be
licensed by the Bishop of Selby at 7.30pm
on 14 December 2021 in All Sainfts,
Bubwith.

The Revd
Adam
Romanis,
Priest in
Charge of Heslington, and York St
Lawrence with St Nicholas, has been
appointed as Vicar of Heslington and
York St Lawrence with St Nicholas.




