People on the Move
Comings and Goings in the Diocese of York
The Archbishop of York has appointed
Canon Linda Ali as a non-executive
Member of the Chapter of York Minster
for a period of three years with effect
from 25th June 2021. She will be
Collated to Chapter and recollated to
the Canonry and Prebend of Riccall by
the Archbishop in Bishopthorpe Palace
on Friday, 25th June 2021 at 8.00am,
and will be installed at York Minster on
Sunday, 27th June 2021 during
Evensong at 4.00pm.
The Revd Martin Allwood, Rector of The
Street Parishes (near Malton), has
resigned with effect from 9th July 2021
to be Priest in Charge / Interim Minister
for the Charges of Monifieth and
Carnoustie in the Diocese of Brechin,
Scotland. His final service will be on the
20th June 2021.
The Revd Captain Rob Barker, Priest in
Charge of Kirby Misperton with
Normanby and Salton, and Middleton,

Newton and
Sinnington (near
Pickering), has been appointed as
Vicar of the same Benefices. He will be
instituted by the Bishop of Whitby in St
Andrew’s, Middleton on Tuesday, 29th
June 2021 at 7.00pm.
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St Hilda’s, Kirkleatham (Redcar)

The Revd David Biggs, Assistant Curate
of Thirsk, has been appointed as Priestin-Charge of Sessay, Sowerby and
Thirkleby with Kilburn and Bagby. He will
be licensed by the Bishop of Whitby in
St Oswald’s, Sowerby at 3pm on
Saturday, on the 31st July 2021.
The Revd Graham Potter, Team Vicar at
St Barnabas, Keighley and Estates
Pioneer in the Diocese of Leeds, has
been appointed as Rector of Eston with
Normanby. He will be collated by the
Bishop of Whitby in Christ Church, Eston
at 3pm on Sunday, 5th September
2021.
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Bishop of Whitby
Paul Ferguson (centre) dedicated
the new Church of St Hilda, Kirkleatham, on the
18th May, celebrating the new multi-purpose building just 15 months after he cut the first turf.
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It replaces a life-expired building demolished in 2017.
Vicar Matt Strand (left) said “I look forward to seeing
the church become a place of prayer, worship, mission and blessing in our parish.”
Archdeacon of Cleveland Amanda Bloor is pictured
right.

...and there’s more!
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Thirteen new Priests

The Dean
ofMadin
York,arethe
Rt
Hannah
and Jake
‘Multiply
Ministers’ in Scarborough, working to
Revd Dr Jonathan Frost,
build new worshipping communities
particularly
writes: amongst those in their 20s,
30s and 40s. Hannah writes:

On Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th July, the Bishops of Selby, Hull and Whitby
will ordain thirteen serving deacons as priests, enabling them to carry out the
full range of the Church’s sacraments including presiding at Holy Communion.

Church offices where we hope to be
able to host groups and minister from.
The Church building isn’t really suitable
because it is so big and cold and our
house is so far away from the parish. We
noticed too, as we have got to know
‘I was recently reading 2 Kings 4 and
was
really moved by Elisha's instruction these families, how disorganised peoZzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
to
a woman who was in debt and fac- ple's lives are and how much they live
zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
‘hand to mouth’ so to arrange to meet
ing
a creditor coming to take her 2
zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
someone at a certain time on a certain
boys
as slaves.
zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
day just doesn’t
zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
Elisha
replied to her, “How can I help
work. So we
zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz
you?
Tell me, what do you have in your
zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz were thinking
house?”
zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz we need some“Your servant has nothing there at all,” where that is
she said, “except a small jar of olive oil.” always availa“Go around and ask all your neighbours ble where we
for empty jars. Don’t +Jonathan
ask for just a few."
Frost can invite peoAn amazing miracle happens after this ple to come
whatever day
and the oil miraculously multiplies to fill
or time we hapall the collected jars. But what struck
pen to run into
me was the woman had to collect as
them.
many jars as she could. If she'd been
Breakthrough: Hannah
half hearted and collected 4 jars then
We are not sure
knocking down a wall for
God would have filled them and it
of all the things
the new room they are
would have been amazing. But if she'd that having this
decorating ready to begin
gathering the community.
collected 1000 I reckon God would
room to use is
have kept the oil going which is incredi- going to result
ble. I felt God was telling us strongly to
in. But our initial thoughts are having
collect our ‘jars’ in this strange COVID
somewhere to run discipleship groups
season. To prepare and get ready for
and the Kintsugi mental health course
God to multiply, for his provision to flow as well as meeting with people on a
into what we offer him as our equivamore ad hoc basis. We are also planlent 'jars' that need filling.”
ning to run a holiday club with a free
lunch over the summer to get to know
One of the ‘jars’ we have sensed God
more local families’.
leading us to prepare is a space in the

www.multiplyreach.org
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Most were ordained deacon last autumn by Archbishop Stephen; all will
continue to learn and to grow in their ministry within their present parish.
Please hold them in your prayers.

 The Revd Charlotte Cranfield has served for five years as a Distinctive Deacon in the parish of Easingwold with Raskelf, and on her ordination as Priest
will remain there as Assistant Minister.
 The Revd Kirsty Dennett serves as Assistant Curate in her home parish of
Clifton, York.
 The Revd Vicky Earll serves as Assistant Curate at St Michael-le-Belfrey,
York.
 The Revd Will Ellis serves as Assistant Curate in the Parish of Whitby.
 The Revd Nick Garside serves as Assistant Curate in Rural Ainsty (Bilton in
Ainsty; Healaugh; Hessay; Moor Monkton and Wighill).
 The Revd Phil Grayson serves as Assistant Curate at Sherburn-in-Elmet with
Saxton.
 The Revd Fiona Hill serves as Assistant Curate at Scarborough, St Columba
and St James with Holy Trinity.
 The Revd Vanessa Kirby serves as Assistant Curate at St Oswald’s and St
Chad’s in Middlesbrough.
 The Revd Alan Leach serves as Assistant Curate at All Saints, Rudston.
 The Revd Angela Morrison serves as Assistant Curate at St Edward the Confessor, Dringhouses, York; she was ordained in the Anglican Church of
Canada and served as a deacon in a rural parish in the Diocese of Calgary.
 The Revd Mark Poole serves as Assistant Curate in the Benefice of Rural
East York (Dunnington, Holtby, Stockton-on-the-Forest and Warthill.
 The Revd Jane Robson serves as Assistant Curate in Great Ayton with Easby and Newton under Roseberry.
 The Revd Richard Townend serves as Assistant Curate at Emmanuel
Church, Bridlington.
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“I was surprised and delighted eventually to sense
that this was indeed God’s call”
National Health Service to pursue a missionary call with Youth With a Mission
(YWAM), where she met and married
Married to Kimberlee, Huw trained for
ordination at St Hild College, describing Richard; they worked with YWAM
based in Merseyside for ten years until
it as a good experience, although
challenging due to the Covid pandem- Richard began training for ordination.
ic.
Louise saw her calling as working
"I am surprised at how quickly the time alongside Richard during his curacy,
and then based at Liverpool Cathedral
for ordination has arrived. I'm not sure
for 12 years. “As our two children grew
that one ever feels ready for such an
auspicious event. It's been a long jour- older though, I was challenged to consider ordination myself! I was surprised
ney for me, but I do feel strongly that I
and delighted eventually to sense that
am called to this ministry.
this was indeed God’s call, knowing
"I am excited to engage in opportuniwith trepidation that it would mean
ties to minister to the local community
coming out of hiding behind Richard.”
in Filey. I am looking forward to the
Her training at Cranmer Hall has been a
challenges and opportunities ahead."
wonderful time of equipping practically
alongside developing her love for theLouise White will serve as ology and the scriptures.
Assistant Curate at St
“I’m excited about putting it into pracMartin’s, Hull, having pretice as I continue to learn with the
viously worked as a nurse
church community at St Martin’s.”
and midwife. She left the

Living Christ’s Story: Consulting our PCCs

though this won't be the main focus of
his ministry.

York School of Ministry
(YSOM)

Equipping Christian Disciples for Ministry
We offer courses for lay and ordained ministries that are
biblically based and mission-focused.

www.ysom.org.uk

With Archbishop Stephen's leadership,
our diocesan vision has recently been
refreshed as we seek to be churches
‘Living Christ’s Story’ which will be expressed in our ‘Becoming more like
Christ’, ‘Reaching people we currently
don’t’, ‘Growing missionary disciples’
and ‘Transforming our finances and
structures’.

a difference to our lives and those we
seek to reach and serve.

Of course alongside the encouragements, there are also challenges, some
deepened by the Covid pandemic. In
many parishes our resources, both of
people and finances, are becoming
stretched and we know that some of
our existing models of ministry need to
be renewed. As a diocese we also face
financial challenges over the next few
years. However, let us not be overwhelmed, God is amongst us and at
work within us and together we can
‘Live Christ’s Story’ in a way that makes

Every PCC has been invited to respond
on a number of issues by the 3rd September, and offered a range of resources and information to help inform
its discussions. It is worth saying that this
is not a ‘referendum’, rather through all
of this we are being called to listen – to
each other and most importantly to
God.

Earlier this year an ambitious consultation got under way to identify how best
to shape and resource our ministries across our parishes, deaneries and diocese. The first stage concentrated on
hearing the thoughts of our Deanery
Leadership Teams; the next stage builds
We rejoice that God can do these
on the DLT responses and is focussed on
things and that we see evidence of this hearing from every Parochial Church
in every parish. Indeed, we look forward Council (PCC). It focuses on themes
to see our vision being expressed in
which will help us together make decichurches that are growing in their missions about the future shape of ministry
sion, discipleship and numbers.
– both lay and ordained.

Please pray for your PCC as it seeks to
express God's will for your parish
through these next steps in 'Living
Christ's Story'.

www.dioceseofyork.org.uk/living-christs-story
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Archbishop ordains fifteen new Deacons
to serve in the Diocese of York
Fifteen women and men including a
serving firefighter, current and former
teachers, a hospital chaplain, and
workers in homeless services will be
ordained Deacon by the Archbishop of
York, Stephen Cottrell, in a service in
York Minster on Saturday 26th June.

Kate Brown will serve as
Assistant Curate at
Cowesby, Felixkirk with
Boltby, Kirkby Knowle,
Leake with Over and
Nether Silton and Kepwick, Osmotherley with Harlsey and InDeacons are called to work in the com- gleby Arncliffe (near Northallerton).
munity and assist in church; each can- Her career in Further Education in Middidate will serve as Assistant Curate in a dlesbrough focused on the long-term
parish within the Diocese of York, the
unemployed and the need for re-skilling
Church of England between the Rivers after the collapse of the shipbuilding,
Humber and Tees and between the A1 chemical and steel industries. Kate and
and the Yorkshire coast.
husband Colin have two children and
The fifteen are aged from their twenties four grandchildren aged from 3 to 18.
to retirement, and will continue their
training in service alongside an experienced priest; some will be ordained
priest themselves in the future.

“My vocational journey has been along
a ‘long and winding road’ but God has
never given up on me! I grew up in a
Christian family and church was very
important for us all. My calling to priestArchbishop Stephen said, “I’m looking
forward to ordaining this great group of hood has come much later in life than
for most, but then perhaps I come now
missionary disciples as deacons in
with more life experience, realism, and
God’s church - people with different
stories and gifts but united by Christ and certainly a sense of humour.”
by his call to serve. As deacons they will Kate has served as a Churchwarden
be servants and heralds of the gospel:
and recently as Lay Dean of Stokesley
they will rejoice with those who rejoice; Deanery. After four years’ training at
they will mourn with those who mourn;
York School of Ministry to become a
they will hold out hope and teach the
Reader in 2018, she spent a further year
church to do the same. I pray that they at St Hild College, Mirfield gaining a
will be filled with joy as they prepare for Graduate Certificate in Theology, Ministhis new ministry.”
try and Mission.
“It has been hard work but the support
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heart for growing faith in children with
the desire to share the transforming
love of Jesus with others, walking
alongside people in their journey of
faith as so many people have walked
alongside me.”

Miriam Thurlow will serve
as Assistant Curate at
Bridlington Christ Church
with Bessingby and
Ulrome. She grew up in
Bristol in a Christian family
where faith was always a part of life;
she first felt a calling towards Christian
ministry and leadership at York University.

Daniel Thomas will serve
as Assistant Curate at
Selby Abbey. He came
to faith at university and
was greatly amused that
others discerned a call to
ministry in his life as he continued to
teach Mathematics.

Miriam spent a year working for the
Bible Reading Fellowship with the national ‘Messy Church’ team and had a
great time meeting lots of local churches, running training sessions and writing
materials amongst many other things.

Shortly before moving to York, Dan became aware that this could be the
“clear sign” he kept telling others he
would need from God if he was going
to consider enquiring about ordination.

For the last three years she has trained
at Cranmer Hall and has enjoyed being
a part of the community and learning
alongside people from all walks of life.

“I am excited to be moving to Bridlington for curacy and joining the team as
they join in with the exciting ways God
is moving in their communities. I am
looking forward to getting alongside
people and encouraging them in their
walks with God.”

Dan’s move to York led to a break in
teaching and the start of the journey to
ordination; not only his friends but also
the Church recognised a call to ministry of which Dan himself was increasingly aware. He trained contextually for
two years in a local parish with St Hild
College, and spent far more time on
Zoom than anybody thought would be
the case.

Huw Waring will serve as
Assistant Curate at Filey,
and will continue to work
in the North Yorkshire
Schools ICT service
where he believes there
will be more opportunities to share his
faith as a result of his ordination even

“I’m looking forward to exploring what
it means for the Church to be at the
heart of the wider community,” says
Dan.

“I am looking forward to getting alongside people
and encouraging them in their walks with God ”
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“I cried out to God, and said ‘If you want me, do something,’
- and he did.”
he says led to a challenging time, and
a period of ignoring God and any
sense of call.

disciple of Christ.”
Lisa lives in Hutton Rudby where her
husband Robert serves as a Rector of
six parishes. She trained part-time for
ordination at Cranmer Hall in Durham
whilst working in South Tees NHS Foundation Trust as a hospital chaplain for
the last four years.

“After a few years of being lost I cried
out to God, and said ‘If you want me,
do something,’ and he did.”
Peter is married to Laura with a fiveyear-old son named Harry. He has studied as an ordinand at St Hild College
for the last three years and likes cooking, running and sharing his faith journey.

“I envision my future ministry to be centred upon pastoral care.”
Claire Soderman will
serve as Assistant Curate
in Northallerton with Kirby Sigston, and comes
from a rewarding career
teaching in Redcar for
25 years.

He currently works in a homeless shelter
but looks forward to the change and
challenge of ordination. “I hope will be
able to reach others who feel lost in
life, and reach those who are on the
margins of society.”

Claire began attending St Peter’s
Church aged 30, accepted the invitation to follow Jesus and has been nurtured there in seeking to live life in a
way that honours him.

Lisa Opala will serve as
Assistant Curate at St
Mary the Virgin, Nunthorpe (near Stokesley)
where she was a pupil at
the local secondary
school.

Her call to ordination took shape whilst
training as a Recognised Parish Assistant: “I came to believe God was calling me to serve him in a new way.”

“I was born in Middlesbrough and feel
very proud to have grown up in the
North East with such a rich cultural heritage surrounded by her ancient monastic communities and Northern
Saints. From my earliest years, through
loving devotion to Mary, the Mother of
God, I developed a deep relationship
with Christ. I have always felt that I owe
the gift of my vocation to Mary, the first

Claire trained part-time for four years
with York School of Ministry and then
two years full-time at Cranmer Hall,
Durham: “I am thankful for the amazing opportunity to learn and grow in
such a rich, diverse and faithful community.”
“I am excited to weave together my
8

of the college community has been
amazing. As I approach ordination, my
hope is that I can show the light and
love of Christ in all that I do and with all
whom I meet.”

all the way."

Service in 2000 and will continue to work
as a firefighter in Whitby during his nonstipendiary (unpaid) curacy. He trained
for ordination with St Hild College from
2018.

During Melanie’s training her enthusiasm
for rural ministry and for Christian unity
have grown; she says “I’m looking forward to getting to know the people and
places of Kirkdale benefice, to find out
what God is doing there and joining in.”

Melanie Burnside will serve
as Assistant Curate in the
Kirkdale Benefice
(Nunnington, Harome,
Paul Burnett will serve as
Pockley, Kirkdale and
Assistant Curate in the ParBeadlam, near Helmsley).
ish of Whitby, having beShe has worked for the last fifteen years
gun to make sense of his
alongside Ben, her husband, in a small
faith and feeling called to family run company supporting the grain
service of some kind in
industry. They have three children and
Christ after becoming a Christian at the enjoy spending free time with them in
age of 15.
the beautiful North Yorkshire coast and
countryside.
"I spent the next 20 years arguing with
God and finding legitimate reasons not Melanie’s faith and calling were nurto follow my calling; I realised that this is tured and encouraged by the prayers
God's time and he wasn't going to let
and loving support of many since her
me go."
childhood. More recently that’s included the “wonderful” students and staff at
Paul joined the Royal Navy at 21 and
soon found himself under the charge of York School of Ministry and St Hild ColChaplain the Revd Mike Brotherton who lege, Mirfield where she studied part
was pivotal in his vocation. Paul moved time for a BA in Theology, Ministry and
Mission.
to the North Yorkshire Fire and Rescue

"This has been a wonderful three years,
and despite Covid restrictions I have
gained a new family along with my two
daughters Darcey and Emie, and my
wife Kelly. I hope to serve the people of
Whitby and the wider Deanery in nurturing new faith and growing discipleship in
new ways.
"My journey to ordination has been a
long one, but God has walked with me

Caroline Comer-Stone will
serve as Assistant Curate
at Sherburn-in-Elmet with
Saxton, following a career
including spells as an NHS
Nurse, interior designer,
curtain maker and estate agent, and
latterly as assistant to the Chairman and
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“I thought surely God doesn’t call divorced single parents?”

the Council of Governors of a large NHS
Trust. She and her husband Warwick
both retired and moved to Yorkshire in
2015.

She has worked in both banking and
teaching, latterly as a deputy head at
St Barnabas Church of England Primary
School, York, and has twin daughters
aged 22 years and a huge Golden
Doodle dog named Noah.

Caroline was born into the Roman
Catholic Church and was received into
the Church of England in 1997 where
she found her spiritual home. On joining
All Saints Church in Sherburn in Elmet
the call to ministry which she says she
had been denying for many years finally emerged. She has a son who lives
and works in Singapore and two granddaughters.

Eileen moved to York in 2010 into the
parish of St Mary the Virgin, Strensall.
“No one was more surprised than me to
be considering a call to ordination – I
thought surely God doesn’t call divorced single parents?”
She began training part-time at St Hild
College, Mirfield while still working and is
looking forward to all that God has in
store for her and her family.

"I trained at St Hild College, Mirfield
which has been a wonderfully affirming
experience; I have been supported
throughout by tutors and fellow students
alike and have treasured the time I
have spent there.

Nicky Gladstone will serve
as Assistant Curate in the
York City Centre parishes
"I would like to re-engage with my pub
having previously worked
ministry and with people in the industrial
at Carecent, a breakfast
estate. I am currently learning the role
centre for people experiof Rural Chaplain."
encing homelessness and social exclusion in central York.

Eileen Connolly will serve
as Assistant Curate at St
Andrews, Sutton Park in
East Hull, working in Bransholme, Wawne, Sutton,
and Kingswood. Following a Roman Catholic childhood in Bolton, in her twenties her faith deepened
during many years in a Pentecostal
Church.

"Like many people approaching ordination, I had a nagging sense of needing
to do 'something' for many years, until I
realised God was calling me to ordained ministry.
"I've spent three years training part-time
at St Hild College in Mirfield where I’ve
met some wonderful people and
learned a huge amount about
theology, mission and ministry – and
6

“For me it has been years of patient discernment”

also about myself.
Nicky says she's tremendously grateful
for the tireless support of her family and
friends throughout her training and into
her new ministry.

helped to prepare me for a life in ministry!" he says.

James Kenny will serve as
Assistant Curate in the
"I am excited to be staying in York City
parishes of Market
Centre for curacy and hope that this
Weighton, Goodmanrole will allow me to strengthen the relaham, Sancton, Londestionships I have made so far, as well as
borough, and Shipthe opportunity to make new ones."
tonthorpe. He came to a personal faith
as a teenager and began to sense a
call to the priesthood whilst still at
John Hoyland will serve
school. James moved to York to study
as Assistant Curate in the
Theology at York St John University in
Parish of Clifton, York,
2014, and trained for ordination at
and as the son of a clerCranmer Hall, Durham, where he was
gyman says he "Really
awarded an M.A. in Theology and Minshould know better".
istry.
Now in his 40s, John first began to wonRather than experiencing a sudden voder though if there might be a call to
cation, he explains, “For me it has been
ordained ministry on his life at about the
years of patient discernment, following
age of 15. He trained at St Hild College,
where I have been called to serve the
greatly valuing the mix of traditions and
Lord and His people, and that is what
spiritualities he encountered there.
has brought me to be on the brink of
John is married to Natalie; they have
ordination.”
two children and a three month-old
puppy.
Peter King will serve as
He has worked almost exclusively in the
Assistant Curate in Kirkservice industry; leading guided tours
leatham, Redcar. He
around York, working in a café, managcommitted his life to Jeing a Games Workshop store and, latsus Christ at a young age
terly, leading the front of house team at
but says he never imaga Museum in York. He has been known
ined being called to ordained ministry.
to dabble in the world of acting.
After hitting his teen years, Peter left
"All of this or none of this may have
church and went his own ways, which
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