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Links between the Church and police, 

voluntary sector and children and 

adult social care agencies were 

explored and strengthened at 

Bishopthorpe Palace at a Diocese of 

York Safeguarding Partnership Day on 

the 5th September, at the invitation of 

Archbishop Sentamu. 

Representatives from 

parishes across the 

Diocese (and York 

Minster) met with 

partners to explore how 

we can work together 

more effectively to 

make the church a 

safer place for all. 

Keynote speaker Sarah 

Henry, an independent 

Safeguarding and 

Wellbeing Trainer and 

herself an adult survivor of child 

sexual abuse in a faith setting, 

reminded delegates why it is so 

important that we respond well to 

disclosure and work together to keep 

our children and vulnerable adults 

safe. 

“The world stopped turning that day... 

I wondered if I'd imagined it all.” 

Her story was a timely reminder that 

the assault itself was only the 

beginning of a very long ordeal: “The 

trial [of the abuser] was just as 

traumatic for me as the abuse.” 

York Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser 

Julie O’Hara outlined the recent 

submissions made the by the Diocese 

to the Independent Inquiry into Child 

Sexual Abuse (IICSA), having been 

selected as one of four dioceses in 

which selected cases would come 

under in-depth scrutiny. 

IICSA’s assessor had 

reported that the 

Diocese of York had 

been consistently high-

performing in its 

responses to recent 

safeguarding incidents 

and concerns, she said. 

Feedback from the day 

confirmed its success, 

with calls from parishes 

and partners to provide 

more opportunities for 

shared learning: 

“This has been an excellent day. A 

number of ‘myths’ have evaporated 

simply through mutual listening.” 

“Invaluable to meet and speak with 

others from other areas and sharing 

and learning of good practice. Thank 

you. A great day. Where did the time 

go?” 

Several partners renewed a 

commitment to working together on 

a number of safeguarding themes in 

the year ahead.  

Partners at the Palace in Diocesan Safeguarding 

dioceseofyork.org.uk/safeguarding 
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TheNews 
First Fruits? First Birthday! 

A wave of cake swept 

through the Diocesan 

Office in September for 

the first birthday of the 

Generous Giving Team of 

(from left) Sammi Tooze, 

Jo Beacroft-Mitchell and 

David Smallwood. 

Team Leader Jo said, "It's 

been an incredible first 

year setting out our ambi-

tion to grow a culture of 

increasing generosity 

across the Diocese of 

York.  

"We’ve visited all 21 

Deaneries and presented 

at training events 

across the Diocese 

as well as working 

directly with more 

than 50 parishes. 

The team was 

launched in 2018 in 

response to 2016 

consultations across 

the Diocese which 

identified achieving 

sustainable finances 

as a priority for parishes. 

“The coming year is go-

ing to be really exciting 

too!” said Jo. 

As parishes begin to gear 

up for Autumn giving pro-

grammes, the team is out 

and about throughout 

the Diocese, supporting 

parish volunteers to tell 

their story and to engage 

with people about how 

their giving makes a 

huge difference to their 

church. 

Inside this month: 
 

Introducing 

Mustard Seed; 

Bishop  

Paul Ferguson  

P2 
 

Church joins 

climate 

change strike 

P3 

 

Hull  

Multiply  

Workshop 

P4-5 
 

 

 

Wake Up to 

Advent! —with  

Archbishop 

Sentamu 

P4-5 
 

Lead theft  

havoc 

—what you 

can do  

P6 
 

...and 

there’s  

more! Learn more about the team and what they can do 

for you at www.dioceseofyork.org.uk/generosity 

NOVEMBER 2019 

http://www.dioceseofyork.org.uk/
mailto:office@yorkdiocese.org
http://www.dioceseofyork.org.uk
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The Bishop of Whitby,  

Paul Ferguson,  

writes: 
You’ll already know all about our 

Diocese’s goals, I’m sure! — 

Reaching people we currently don’t, 

moving to growth both in numbers 

and in discipleship, and establishing 

sustainable giving based on a vision 

for mission. 

Let’s remember, these goals came 

out of a big consultation exercise 

across the Diocese.  We can all 

engage with them, whoever and 

wherever we are.  Let’s ask:  Who 

isn’t part of our parish or chaplaincy 

life?  Where are our opportunities to 

grow?  Is our giving realistic and is it 

truly a prayerful response to God’s 

goodness? 

Our goals aren’t just about special 

initiatives.  But we are about to move 

forward with a new focused venture 

in mission called Mustard Seed, and 

we’re applying for national funding 

to extend its reach. 

Mustard Seed faces the fact that in 

places of deprivation (of finance, 

health, opportunity and more) a very 

small proportion of people have 

contact with the church or join in its 

life. 

Mustard Seed will have two main 

actions.  The first is to run Stepping Up 

— equipping people to show and 

share the love of Christ in their 

communities.  There’ll be a one-year 

mission 

apprentice 

scheme, with 

some people 

going on to 

Stepping Up 

Two, a local 

leadership 

programme. 

The second 

action is to have 

Ambassadors — 

people with a 

connection to places with 

deprivation, but based elsewhere, 

encouraging an interchange of 

prayer, energy and giving. 

The intention is that we shall see 

Community Hubs — places that offer 

welcome and practical support, 

combined with opportunities to 

explore and develop faith, and 

where Jesus is at the heart of 

everything that happens. 

Initially we are concentrating on the 

urban areas of our Diocese, but it 

would be wonderful to see the 

experience of Stepping Up extending 

to our smaller communities where we 

know there is deprivation, though it’s 

often less easy to see. 

It’s early days and it will be next year 

before we know whether we will get 

the full funding we are applying for.  

Please pray for Mustard Seed, and for 

people to find welcome, hope, joy 

and fresh purpose through a living 

relationship with Jesus. 

+ Paul Whitby 

To the Saints of the Diocese of York 
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As we close for press, the Bishop 

of Hull, the Rt Revd Alison White, 

is due to bless a plaque to com-

memorate the refurbishment of St 

Mary’s Church Lads’ and Church 

Girls’ Brigade (CLCGB) hall dur-

ing a service at St Mary’s Church, 

Beverley, on Sunday 13th Octo-

ber 2019. 

The Bishop will join children and 

young people from the Beverley 

CLCGB along with donors and 

invited guests to celebrate the 

extraordinary generosity of those who 

have contributed to this project. 

The Church Lads’ and Church Girls’ Bri-

gade band will then lead a procession 

to the hall on George Street half a mile 

away, where the plaque will be in-

stalled. 

The building, originally a Victorian ware-

house, was purchased for the St Mary’s 

Beverley Company in 1908 by Neville 

Hobson. 

It has been an important centre for chil-

dren and youth work for 111 years, 

providing a safe place for children and 

youngsters to gather, engage in sports, 

make crafts and consider important 

themes such as friendship, forgiveness 

and justice. 

The extensive £420,000 refurbishment, 

spearheaded by Tony and Lesley 

Wood, will ensure a safe and secure 

environment for young people for the 

years to come. 

Over £300,000 came from individuals 

who value the work of the organisation 

and just over £100,000 came from 

grants and community organisations 

including £25,000 from East Riding of 

Yorkshire Council. 

The Reverend Becky Lumley, Vicar of St 

Mary’s and Chaplain to St Mary’s 

CLCGB said, “It is difficult to overesti-

mate the importance of this project for 

the young people of the town and we 

are enormously grateful to all those who 

have supported us, including the coun-

cil for their grant of £25,000.” 

stmarysbeverley.org 

Celebrating major refurbishment of youth 

organisation headquarters 
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Six parish churches in North and East 

Yorkshire have been attacked by 

lead thieves during September and 

the first week of October. 

Serious damage has been inflicted on 

St Peter’s Langtoft, St Mary’s 

Lockington, St Hilda's Sherburn, St 

Lawrence's Sigglesthorne and St 

Peter's Wawne, where large areas of 

lead have been stolen, and an 

attempt was made to steal lead at St 

Peter’s Hutton Cranswick which – on 

this occasion – resulted only in minor 

damage. 

A recent sharp increase in scrap 

metal values on world markets has 

emboldened criminals to steal the 

lead sheeting that covers many an 

ancient church roof. 

Frequently the roof is out of sight from 

ground level and the first sign of the 

damage is serious water ingress, 

causing major damage to historic 

structures, fabric and artwork 

underneath. 

The Diocese of York (the Church of 

England from the A1 to the Yorkshire 

coast and from the Tees to the 

Humber) includes 467 listed buildings, 

many with a lead-covered roof. 

The Diocese is sometimes able to 

offer help to local parochial church 

councils (PCCs) to contribute to the 

cost of installing monitored alarm 

systems to protect a vulnerable lead 

roof. 

Installation of an alarm significantly 

reduces the threat of lead theft, but 

may also result in a more substantial 

insurance settlement if the worst 

happens. 

Diocesan Church Buildings Adviser 

Keith Halliday said, “This is a national 

problem for the whole Church of 

England, and we’re working closely 

with the police and with local 

churches to support measures to 

protect churches from these attacks. 

“Whether you’re a churchgoer or not, 

these buildings belong to their 

community and they’re a living 

record of the place they serve. 

“Everyone is hurt by these thefts, and 

in the end the best protection against 

them is vigilance by everyone in the 

parish.” 

 

Lead theft havoc  

dioceseofyork.org.uk/metaltheft 
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Appointing the next Archbishop of York

St Luke's flies the flag amongst  

climate change strikers 

When students and 

young people in York 

demonstrated in the 

City’s St Helen’s 

Square during the 

Global Youth Climate 

Strike on Friday, 20th 

September, the Revd 

Liz Carrington of St 

Luke’s Church was 

there to support some 

of St Luke's student 

members with the 

church’s banner. 

The young demon-

strators in York spoke 

movingly about their 

concerns and hopes 

for the future of the planet, as millions 

took to the streets in more than 150 

countries to protest about weak cor-

porate and government action on 

climate change. 

Liz said, “It was an opportunity to 

highlight what churches are doing in 

response to the climate emergency 

through Eco-Church, which is a pro-

ject of the international environmen-

tal charity A Rocha. 

“Churches wanting to attain eco-

status complete a survey and gain 

points towards a bronze, silver or gold 

award.” 

About nine of the 589 churches in the 

Diocese of York are currently regis-

tered as Eco-Churches, while York 

Minster and St Luke’s, York, have 

achieved a silver award. 

“If ten churches signed up and an-

other three gained awards, we could 

become an eco-diocese,” added Liz. 

“Creation care is the fifth mark of mis-

sion; don’t we owe it to God our cre-

ator and our young people?” 

 

 For more on A Rocha and the  

Eco-Church scheme see  

ecochurch.arocha.org.uk 
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Ordinary People, Extraordinary Hopes: Multiply workshop in Hull

“What is really special about Multiply 

workshops is that they are full of ordi-

nary people, from towns, villages, sea-

side resorts and urban estates,” says 

Multiply’s Associate Team Leader, Dr 

Ben Walker. 

30 church leaders and team members 

from all across the Diocese – York, Mid-

dlesbrough, Selby, Hull and more – 

gathered at Hull Minster Parish Centre in 

September for the second Workshop, to 

share their passion for seeing a myriad 

of different parishes connect better with 

local people in their 20s, 30s and 40s. 

Prime Ministers 

The prospect of starting something new 

as a church was opened up in a day 

beginning with sharing childhood fears 

(spiders, the dark, dogs, Prime Ministers 

etc) and discussing the ways we learn 

to face them. 

“We are so scared actually to start 

something new that we shrink away 

from starting or even doing anything,” 

explains Ben. 

“So we moved on 

to explore what 

has gone well in 

the past with 

reaching younger 

adults, and we 

discussed the re-

alities now and 

were honest 

with each 

other about 

where we were 

struggling and 

where we 

thought maybe 

there were signs 

of life.” 

“What is a New 

Worshipping 

Community and 

why might starting 

one be an effective way to reach peo-

ple – and what stories are emerging out 

the church is going, who it is reaching 

and why the demographics are so 

 Wake Up to Advent! written by The 

Archbishop of York - the perfect antidote 

to the stress and commercialism of our 

preparations for Christmas. 

‘This is the hour of crisis:  

it is high time for you to wake out of sleep,  

for deliverance is nearer to us now  

than it was when first we believed.’ 

St Paul's encouraging words to the 

Christians in Rome are the springboard for 

the Archbishop of York's Advent book for 

2019. With prayers and stimulating 

questions for reflection at the end of 

each daily meditation, here is fresh 

spiritual food for the Advent journey 

pressed down, shaken together and 

running over.

‘Wake up! Clean up! Feed up! Grow up!’

Walk alongside Archbishop Sentamu this 

Advent, as he discusses the meaning and 
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Ordinary People, Extraordinary Hopes: Multiply workshop in Hull 

and what stories are emerging out 

there that show 

what’s possible? 

How can we take 

time to dream 

about possibili-

ties?” 

With lots of practi-

cal advice along 

the way and end-

ing in prayer to-

gether, the work-

shops are about 

more than simply 

learning how to 

do mission in a 

way specific to 

younger adults – 

more about 

meeting with 

people who care 

as much as you 

do about where 

the church is going, who it is reaching 

and why the demographics are so 

skewed towards the over 50s. 

Connecting with people 

“This is about connecting with people 

who share our fears and are as ordinary 

as we are; with people who are looking 

out across their church too and won-

dering, with small but extraordinary 

faith, what the future might hold,” says 

Ben. 

“One of the best things about a Multiply 

workshop is that, though not everyone 

will go away certain of their next steps 

or even that sure whether it is possible 

for their area, we are working at creat-

ing a vision for our churches and our 

mission with each other.” 

The next Multiply Workshop is at Wydale 

Hall, York Diocesan Retreat & Confer-

ence Centre near Scarborough, on Sat-

urday 29th February 2020 from 10.30am 

to 3.30pm - more details and bookings 

online at: 

multiplyreach.org 

the perfect antidote 

it is high time for you to wake out of sleep,  

Christians in Rome are the springboard for 

the Archbishop of York's Advent book for 

2019. With prayers and stimulating 

questions for reflection at the end of 

each daily meditation, here is fresh 

spiritual food for the Advent journey – 

pressed down, shaken together and 

running over. 

‘Wake up! Clean up! Feed up! Grow up!’ 

Walk alongside Archbishop Sentamu this 

Advent, as he discusses the meaning and 

influence of those four gospel imperatives 

in this lively and invigorating book. 

The Archbishop of York’s Advent Book 

‘Wake up to Advent’ is published by 

SPCK. ISBN: 9780281083541. £9.99. 

 Short extracts of the book will be 

available daily on the Archbishop's 

website, www.archbishopofyork.org, 

throughout Advent. 


